[.earning About Small Spaces
at Insight School of Interior
Design

HOMG KONG'S INTERICRE DESIGH SCHOOL OFFERES FRESH IDEAS AMD HAMDS QM LEARNIMG
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Renovaling your apartment can be a delight fer some and a daunting task for others. Some
choose o bring in the pros, but when you like fo iry things out for yourself, where do you starf?

Far a hands-on qpprnnqh_ and a F||-|:||:: o plck up some 1k|||!.l, it's ime io loke a closs|

Lest week | attendead a shor course af Insight School of Interior Design. This Hong Keng-based
interior design schaol offers full diplomes, online courses, ond even organize: an cnnual rip for
students to Paris, Buf the perfect staring point for curious home improver enthusicsts |3 one of

Imsight's short coursas.







Insight School of Interior Design

Housed on the top floer of an industrial warehouse in Chei Wan, in the eastern part of Hong
Kang jsland l:.,-r il eas|ly |:|::¢¢$1.|l:-|¢ frevm :tnrr:ﬂ__ '|"|¢ =|='-.'¢I|:1r di::-r:. CEEn up (=N =] EE | :mﬁ

cheerful foyer. 5o much space!

The school is Hong Kong's only dedicated interior design school, with a growing roster of
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provide vocaotional training, mixing theory with practical experience.
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Small Spaces Shorl Course

The short course | took wos a EII'IE-I:l-:]':.-' wurkz.h-:up about small spaceas, which is _'.:nurful:' for @g
keng. Before starting off, we eased in by getfing to know our classmates. Some wers in
completely different fizlds locking to flex their creative muscles and try out something new, while
others were already thinking of starting their own businesses, picking up interior design classes to

bolster their toolkir.






Group Learning

Owr teacher was friendly and knowledgeable obout the material, We started off the moming
going through o gallary of small spaces and discussed them in the greup. It was fun to lock
through and dissect the plans and see how cur styles, tastes and opinions on design all differed

araund the ream.

We touched on design points and studied ways to make a room more spacious; mirrors in the

powder room, creating surprise elements 1o draw the eye’s attention, and why recessed handles

are a good thing (particularly if vou're as prene as | am to bumping into things at hip height).
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Lunch with Rooftop Views

ous lockout over Chai Wan harber, beoutiful reoftop views!
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he panfry has a gorg



After lunch we swiftly moved Into designing! With a design brief and Hoorplan in hand, we

began to measure, cut out and stick down our ideas onto paper. How much space is there for the
possageway? Doss it moter which woy the window is focing? Does the client prefer more spoca

tor o becroom or is ita party house? We tackled these questions and seribbled down nates.



Floorplan Challenge Accepted

While we got to work on the layeuts our teacher Elspeth, an architect and interior designer,
made a few loops arsund the room te check in with us and leak aver our designs. She was light-
hearted cbout the activity, which helped clleviate any feeling of pressure about completing the

task to perfection.

| eninj,'ad the hands-on -::hn”ange, imagining whera the 5|i|:||'ng door: and extra sforage niches
would go. Always gofta think about the storagel The final chopter was the perfect opportunity to

combine everything we'd learnt that morning and round off the day.



We prasented cur designs. Ta dahl With the same floorplan end brief, we oll had totally different

cencept ideas! It was a fun way to culfivate my thirst for inferior design, teking the topic of small
spaces and really putting it 1o work straight away. Finishing off the day, | had a lot of fresh

renovation ideas and a final pi=ce fo tokes home.






Classrooms and Courses

There are a let of other interasting shart courses te try next! S3eme of my classmates had already
done a few, and really enjoyed them. | tock a lock around the school, as there are bwe othar
classrooms and a computer lab on the campus. There's a studio room for lighting tee, so you can

tast out how different materials work with |ig|'|_’r5 to create warm or cool texfures.

| spoke with one of the students taking @ longer course. "You octually meet with real clients,” she
anthusiastically explained. With all of the students creating something unigque for the clients, they

can end vp with sight or nine different designs te choose from. Additionally, the students already

have a range of projects for their parifolio
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| really enjoyved my short course. The school's beautitully lit space is a refreshing learning
environment and the teachers are knowledgeable, with a serfes of projects under their belts

Mow it's just o guestion of which course to do pext...



