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INSIGHT

BY BEVERLY CHENG

Chai Wan has been bursting with creative
energy these past few years, and capturing
this same spirit is the Insight School of Interior
Design. Founder Eve Mercier built on her
successful career as an interior designer and
started the first school in Hong Kong focused
exclusively on interior design. Spread across
one level of an industrial building, the stylish
interiors were designed by Eve herself. A range
of courses are on offer — from one-off interest
classes, part-time courses to a one-year intensive
programme — and are taught by experts working
in their respective trades.

Full-time student Jessica Cheng is among
the first enrolled in the one-year programme and
has greatly enjoyed Insight's hands-on approach.
She says, "Everything is focused on real-world
teaching, so we meet with clients, we interview
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HEART OF THE MATTER
Insight aims to unlock the
creative ingenuity in every
student - the light-filled
library and stylish nooks
help spark the imagination;
founder Eve Mercier poses
in front of a mural; student
Jessica Cheng in one of the
school's fun classrooms
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them, learning what they want and don‘t want,
and apply it to our designs before we present it
to them at the end of the project. It's a very real
process." Over the span of nine months, plus a
summer internship, students work on residential
projects for interior designers such as Karina
Zabihi and Atelier B, as well as commercial
assignments. The latter has taken students on
projects including pitching room interiors for
The Ritz-Carlton Tokyo and proposing design
solutions for Shanghai Tang's homewares booth
at Maison & Objet Paris.

On top of computer tools, students are
nurtured to become creative leaders in their
field. "These days, everything is taught on
computers,” says Eve. "Here, they learn all
the necessary programmes, but these are just
tools. After that, you need to use your brain
and your heart — because if you don't, you're
just a draftsman. And what we're moulding
here are interior designers, not draftsmen."
insightschoolhk.com
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