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KO NG is known for its vibrancy and crowds,
oflivingspace. Estimates put Hong Kongs
average home size at about 484 square feet and with an aver-
age of 2.9 peaple per household, every centimetre counts.
‘Making the most of your space should start with plan-
ﬂiﬁ&“ﬂhﬂtl&)‘ﬂﬂt&hﬁﬂl&wu chose? How will you use each
area and can it be used for more than one purpose? Do you
want areas partitioned off, or would an open plan suit you
better? What tricks can you use to make spaces look bigger
or cosier? And since you are not about to part with your
prized possessions, where are you going to put them?
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With their average home
measuring about 484 square
feet, Hongkongers have to
make every centimetre count
when furnishing a home
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. Hong Kong interior experts share
tips on thinking outside the shoebox
to make the most of small homes
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“Many people skip an important part of the pro-
cess, which is planning the space and having a fully
developed concept,” says Joanne Chow, the Hong
Kong Director of Danish company BoConcept.

That strategy comes from thinking about how
you plan to use each part of your home and dividing
space accordingly, says Eve Mercier, founder of Hong
Kong's Insight School of Interior Design. This means
that along with allotting space by function, it would
help if each area serves more than one purpose.

Dividing up that space is easier than it seems,
especially if you are willing to give up some precon-
ceptions. Don't be afraid to use walls that move,” says
Hong Kong-based interior designer Monique McLin-
tock. She suggests using sliding doors, which take
up less room than doors that swing open, to conceal
spaces. Better still are “pocket doors” that, when fully
open, slide into a compartment in the adjacent wall.

Then again, there’s nothing that says you have to
section off spaces. “l always suggest open studios to
clients with small homes,” says Y.C. Chen, founder of
interior-design firm hoo. “With an open kitchen and
open living area, your home will feel much bigger.”
Chen advises keeping your lines of sight clear, allow-
ing you to see across a room from wall to wall.

Mercier favours the use of mirrors. “They're a very
easy and cheap way to enhance your space,” she says,
adding that reflective surfaces on ceilings can create
the illusion of ceiling height. “You could use metal or
something else that’s quite reflective.”

Many people believe walls and ceilings should be
white, but theres a lot of fun to be had with them.
“Don't feel like you have to clutter your floors,” says
McLintock. “You can keep your furniture minimal
and put the creativity on the walls.” Consider pat-
terned wallpaper, decorating a wall with works of art
or family portraits, or painting one wall in a bold hue.

Chen prefers to keep things neutral, working with
light tones such as white or soft grey. “If you think
all-white is too boring, you could always add some
texture,” he says. Tiles - such as on-trend subway
tiles - or tactile wallpapers are a great way to add
visual interest while keeping a colour scheme
clean, light and airy.

For a more cocooning effect, Mercier suggests dark
colours. McLintock agrees: “We've done dark small
places, and they've actually come out pretty cool.
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An open-plan
(above right) will
make a small flat

appear bigger,
says interior
designer

Y.C. Chen

Wall space can
be utilised for
storage (right)

while adding
personality to
aroom

A spare small
room can be
converted into a
walk-in wardrobe
(far right)
Hydraulic beds,
like this one from
BoConcept (left),
lift up to reveal
storage space
beneath
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Consider
multipurpose
furnishings -
such as this
G.0.D. bench
with built-in
storage

1 know that in theory it’s not so good, but a dark floor,
for example, adds depth.”

Whichever way you go with colour, always stick
to a simple, limited palette. “You should have a main
colour and one or two accent colours,” says Mercier.
“You could go for, let’s say, white, and then saffron and
a dark orange. You need to use your accents in every
space. Have cushions in these colours and maybe a
wall in the bathroom. lt will make it feel cohesive.”

A similar rule of thumb applies to materials. “Stick
to one or two materials and finishes,” says Mercier.
“When you go for too many, it looks busy to the eye.”

Visual clutter is one of the biggest problems small-
home dwellers face; this will only make a space feel
smaller. “A common mistake is over-furnishing a
room — buying furniture that is too large or filling a
room with too many items,” says Chow.

One option is built-in furniture so storage space
can be incorporated into the furniture itself. Cabine-
try tailored to fit a space exactly and built-in ban-
quette seating are smart ways to make the most of
space. “Play with corners. 1f you have a dead corner,
turn it into a banquette,” says Mercier.

Other pieces to consider include desks and tables

that fold flat against a wall and hydraulic beds, the top
of which can be lifted to reveal storage space. Then
there are the quick-change pieces: ottomans that
morph into single beds, coffee tables that turn into
dining tables and stools with storage space inside.

A clever fix is to position storage higher up. “People
tend to forget about that,” says Mercier, who proposes
using areas such as high up in the bathroom for
storage. “You can put things in here that you don't
usually need access to - maybe your luggage or books
you don’t want to read every day.”

Or turn your storage units into a feature. “In my
own home, 1 use a lot of nicely patterned storage
bags,” says Chen, who uses them for his son’s toys. “1
stack them up so they feel like part of the décor.”

Fun storage boxes and bags are a great way to inject
personality into a home, as are throws, cushions and
carpets. “They help to spice up a design, and they
make it feel much more homey,” says Chen. Another
option is to include one standout designer piece. “It’s
like fashion,” says Mercier. “You can get dressed in
H&M, and then you put on a pair of Louboutin shoes,
and it will elevate the quality of the whole outfit. You
can do the same with an apartment.” ll
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A limited colour palette — whether it’s neutral

or punctuated with one or two accent colours
- will make your space feel cohesive

I &8N
The small stuff

In8E% A Foldable and multipurpose:
AIZIBoConcept R ERK/EEHE - BoConceptiZ EBANREMR R
BEZR RN R EERIR -

BoConcept or lkea. BoConcept also offers on-wall shelving and
shoe racks that will keep floor space clear of clutter.

www.ikea.com www.boconcept.com

$515:051 Same-same, but smaller:
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Japanese brands MUJI and Francfranc create smaller-scale core
pieces such as sofas. G.O.D. is the place to go for hydraulic
beds with built-in storage space, says McLintock.

www.muji.com www.francfranc.com www.god.com.hk

Z5E 42/ How small can you go?
Kitchoo * &R FRTIGA BN MBI E R E AR - KT EFAIZ 5
TSR SRR T BRIk EE,ORE -
Consider compact kitchen systems from brands such as
Kitchoo, Candy and Fisher & Paykel. Daewoo Electronics
offers an ultra-thin fridge/freezer combination, as well as
a wall-mountable mini washing machine.
www.kitchoo.com www.candy-domestic.co.uk

www.fisherpaykel.com www.daewoo-appliance.com

Ei&Z2RS Space savers:

R HBOWIWE A EEE R SCERATN —5 MRS —H#E
Hide & Seatitia i A A Y ZEMAMER S H—-

Roca’s wall-hung W+W combines a toilet and basin in one unit.

Its Hide & Seat shower offers handy seat storage.

www.roca.hk

A#EEF Once upon a mattress:
HRLMNKREZEOY BITRAERUBRIEME - E—2F
TRARIKENRSTIES Al ST -

Mattress sizes differ from country to country and brand to brand.
See how they measure up on The Better Sleep Council’s website.

www.bettersleep.org
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